A 
Introduction

Measurements
of infrared auroras have been difficult to make owing to the opacity of the lower atmosphere in the near infrared.
However, with the advent of fast and sensitive cryogenic detectors it has been possible to obtain measurements of atmospheric radiations in the 1.5-to 5.3-um region from aboard rockets which fly above the highly absorbing troposphere.
Remarkably bright infrared auroras were seen. These infrared auroral emissions were spectrally analyzed by using a rocketborne spectrometer flown into avery bright display of visual range aurora.
In this paper these observations are reported, and a discussion is given of the processes responsible for the observed • 50. j 40.
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